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Compromises that centered on the issue of slavery and taxes
Student’s Name
Running Head: COMPROMISES IN SLAVERY AND TAXES	1
Institution
1. The Constitution
The U.S. government gave the mandate of regulating slavery to individual states. This translated to disparity in the way legislators passed rules concerning slavery since they did not have a common rationale of controlling it. Therefore, the big number of slaves in the Southern states would have made them gain a stronger political power if slaves were allowed to be counted as a population of the U.S. they were potential big taxpayers in case they were integrated as citizen, something they were ready to do (Robertson, 2013). Some of the states like Georgia and Carolina felt threatened by this move thus decide to ban slave trade lest they become overpowered economically because the southern states were rich in agriculture. The slaves helped the agriculture to thrive with the labor provided.
2. Fugitive Slave Act (1793)
The act gave slave owners the privilege to search for escaped slaves in free states. Anyone who tried to hide the slaves would face a £500 fine in an effort to retrieve back the property (Davis, 2008). This law threatened the safety of slaves once recaptured since they had nowhere to hide. It categorized children born by slave women as slaves and property of the grand master for their entire lives.
3. Missouri Compromise (1820)
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It was a move by the Congress to stop the political enmity facilitated by the request for the admission of Missouri as a state permitting slavery. There was fear that Missouri would bring about an imbalance in the U.S. because there were 22 states divided between free and slave (Freeman, 2005). Therefore, slavery had to be banned in the Louisiana Territory.
4. Second Missouri Compromise (1821)
Some of the Northerners were dissatisfied with the Missouri constitution because the law violating the immunities and privileges. There was a dilemma whether free African Americans could enjoy any protection if given the privilege of becoming citizens. (Freeman, 2005)
5. “Gag rule” in Congress (1831-1844)
The House of Representatives automatically tabled the anti-slavery petitions every time they were brought into debate. They took this approach in order avoid an instance of becoming the subject of the debate from the proslavery representatives.
6. Compromise of 1850
In this era, slavery was banned in Washington D.C whereas California was admitted as Free State. Southerners wanted to expand slavery in the Mexican territory, which was newly acquire. Most of the Northerners were against this idea (Robertson, 2013). Fugitive law was passed as a measure to outlaw slave trade within the District of Columbia.
7. Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854)
[bookmark: _GoBack]This act authorized the “popular sovereignty’ to allow settlers of a region to decide whether slavery was legal within the precincts of the borders of a new state (Artwood, 2010). The anti- slavery and pro-slavery ended up in violence.
8. Crittenden Compromise (1860)
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There was a suggestion to permanently preserve slavery in the constitution by senator John J Crittenden the primary intention was to settle the issue of secession in the 1860’s. 
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Abraham Lincoln disapproved the motion and opposed any policy supporting the expansion of slavery
References
Atwood, P. L. (2010). War and empire: the American way of life. London: Pluto Press.
Davis, D. B. (2008). Inhuman bondage: the rise and fall of slavery in the new world. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Freeman, M., Grant, W. R., & James, D. D. (2005). Slavery and the making of America. New York: Ambrose Video Publ.
Robertson, D. B. (2013). The original compromise: what the Constitutions framers were really thinking. New York: Oxford University Press.

